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Abdulla Al Ghurair November Spotlight
Foundation AGE at the MENA Universities Summit 2023

Universities have served as a foundation for intellectual growth,

continually reinventing the landscapes of thought. Sustainability has
always been significant, but never more critical than now. As pillars of
progress, universities need to catalyze the shift towards intelligent,
sustainable innovation. It's a call to action for academia to lead with
purpose, preparing professionals to enact meaningful change.

Dr. Sonia Ben Jaafar
CEO, Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation

As part of the Summit, organized by Times Higher Education and New York University Abu
Dhabi, the Foundation participated in a keynote discussion on “Why Universities are Vital to
the MENA Region’s Economic and Environmental Sustainability.”

Speaker: Dr. Sonia Ben Jaafar, CEO, Abdulla Al Ghurair Foundation;
Chairperson, Global Councils on the SDGs

Moderator: Phil Baty, Chief Global Affairs Officer, Times Higher Education

Globally, the green transition could create 30 million jobs in clean energy, efficiency
and low-emissions technologies by 2030. (World Economic Forum, 2023)

Around the world, 7 in 8 workers lack a single green skill, at a time when the future of
the planet depends on them. (Global Green Skills Report, 2023)

Workforce

Building a Green

Based on the Foundation's work, which is guided by philanthropic values and strategic
partnerships, Dr. Sonia Ben Jaafar provided the following messages for universities:

* Encourage a sustainability mindset and a habit of lifelong learning when designing
new programs and refining existing ones

* Empower students and faculty to create localized solutions

* Embrace further diversity in university leadership to provide different perspectives
and solutions

» Establish collaborative partnerships with industries for a resilient workforce

Highlighting the strategic partnership with the UAE Ministry of Education and nine UAE-
based universities, the Foundation established the University Consortium for Quality
Online Learning (UCQOL) to develop high-quality, market-driven, and accredited online
programs. UCQOL.:

v’ Creates a community of practice among universities

v' Cultivate public-private partnerships
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v’ Serves as a model for online learning for other countries
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https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2023/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/phil-baty
https://www.alghurairfoundation.org/dr-sonia-ben-jaafar/
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/content/dam/me/economicgraph/en-us/global-green-skills-report/green-skills-report-2023.pdf
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https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2023/
https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2023/
https://www.alghurairfoundation.org/ar/dr-sonia-ben-jaafar/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/content/phil-baty
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/content/dam/me/economicgraph/en-us/global-green-skills-report/green-skills-report-2023.pdf

